
September 10, 2012 

 

The Honorable Edmund G.  Brown, Jr. 

Governor of California 

State Capitol, First Floor 

Sacramento, CA  95814 

 

Dear Governor Brown: 

 

This letter is to respectfully request your signature on Senate Bill 1509 relative to 

design-build contracts for school facilities.   

 

In 2001-02 I authored Assembly Bill 1000 and Assembly Bill 1402, a package of 

legislation authorizing K-12 school districts and select community college districts to 

engage in design-build contracts for school facility construction.  In 2007, I authored 

Senate Bill 614, expanding design-build authority to all community college districts and 

extending the sunset date to January 1, 2014.  Senate Bill 1509 establishes a new sunset 

date of January 1, 2020. 

 

Design-build project delivery is a useful alternative for school construction.  Design-

build allows local districts to contract both the design and construction components of a 

project with a single design-build entity.  Consolidating the two major elements of 

project delivery within a single entity enables the contractor, responsible for the 

construction elements of a project, to engage early in the design process.  Incorporating 

the contractor’s expertise in the design phase of construction minimizes change orders 

and provides greater cost certainty.   

 

In addition to the benefits outlined above, provisions in the Education Code guarantee 

responsible cost-efficient use of design-build by requiring districts, prior to proceeding 

with a design-build contract, to establish written findings that the use of design-build 

will accomplish one of the following: 

 

• Reduce comparable project costs; 

• Expedite project delivery; or 
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• Provide features not achievable through the traditional design-bid-build project 

delivery method. 

 

The aforementioned protection is just one of the myriad of safeguards ensuring that 

best practices govern the execution of design-build contracts. 

 

Over the last decade design-build project delivery has proved its value for school 

construction.  When I authored the enabling legislation in 2001, design-build project 

delivery was untested and unproven in California school construction.  As a precaution, 

the original legislation required a review of design-build by the Legislative Analyst’s 

Office (LAO).  The LAO released reports in 2005, 2007, and 2010 on the use of design 

build by various local agencies including school and community college districts.  In 

each report the LAO concluded that design-build is a “useful alternative” delivery 

method.   

 

Design-build authority is permissive, and simply provides local districts with another 

tool for school construction.  An array of school districts, community college districts, 

school administrators, construction contractors and labor unions are in support of 

Senate Bill 1509.  To my knowledge, there is no opposition to the bill. 

 

Particularly given the constraints of the current economy, it is imperative that the State 

provide local districts with a means to speed construction, reduce costs and provide 

greater flexibility. 

 

I respectfully request your signature on Senate Bill 1509. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

S. Joseph Simitian 

State Senator, Eleventh District 

 

Enclosure: Senate Bill 1509 Support List 

 

cc: Nancy McFadden, Executive Secretary 

Gareth Elliot, Legislative Secretary 

Jacque Roberts, Deputy Legislative Secretary 


