
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 13, 2012 

 

Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr. 

Governor of California 

State Capitol, First Floor 

Sacramento, CA  95814 

 

Re:  SB 1329 – Prescription Drugs: Collection and Distribution Programs 

 

Dear Governor Brown: 

 

I respectfully request your signature on Senate Bill 1329 to expand the accessibility and 

impact of California’s prescription drug donation and distribution law. 

 

Senate Bill 1329 makes improvements to a program authorized by SB 798 (Simitian) in 

2005, bringing California’s drug redistribution law in line with similar laws in 39 other 

states.  

 

This bill promotes environmentally sustainable practices that eliminate the unnecessary 

destruction of unused, unexpired drugs, while lowering prescription drug costs and 

reducing hospitalization rates for our healthcare safety net.  By expanding on this 

proven concept, we can ensure that throughout California, medicine works its intended 

purpose – improving health outcomes for our most vulnerable populations – instead of 

being destroyed. 

 

Current law allows a county to establish, by ordinance, a program for the redistribution 

of unused, unexpired drugs from skilled nursing facilities and manufacturers to our 

most needy patients through county pharmacies.   
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SB 1329 revises the current program to do the following:  

 

• Allows a greater number of entities to donate surplus medication, including 

licensed health and community care facilities, and licensed long-term care 

pharmacies; 

• Permits nonprofit clinics licensed by the Board of Pharmacy (Board), and 

nonprofit clinics that own and operate licensed pharmacies, to receive and 

dispense the donated drugs;  

• Authorizes the limited transfer of donated drugs between participating entities;  

• Allows the county board of supervisors, or public health official for the county, 

as directed by the county board of supervisors, to take action in initiating the 

program; 

• Provides for additional program transparency and accountability;  

• Authorizes the county or the California Board of Pharmacy to prohibit entities 

from participating; and, 

• Makes various clarifying changes, including which drugs are eligible for 

donation from donating entities.  

 

For the past six years the law has successfully allowed for the limited redistribution of 

prescription drugs without health, safety or diversion incident.  Since 2009, in the two 

counties that have passed ordinances, it is estimated that $600,000 worth of medication 

has been donated and 230,000 pills have been dispensed, helping thousands.  These 

initial efforts were a tremendous first step in addressing the drug needs of the poor, 

who could otherwise not afford to purchase medicine in those two counties.  However, 

at a time when 25% of Californians are without health insurance and prescription drugs 

are the highest out-of-pocket healthcare expense outside of insurance, there is an 

increasing need to expand these efforts.  

 

Since early this year, my staff and I have been engaged with the Board of Pharmacy 

staff, and have been working to address their specific concerns.  We have worked 

closely as well with the State and Consumer Services Agency (including Secretary 

Caballero and her staff).  Amendments have kept all of the current law’s safeguards in 

place and have, at the request of the Board, increased transparency and accountability 

of the program by requiring counties to notify the Board within 30 days of establishing 

a program, requiring that eligible pharmacies and clinics give notice of their intent to 

participate to the Board, and requiring participating entities to disclose the source of 

their donated medication to the county on a quarterly basis.  
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Other amendments taken add clarity regarding the eligibility of donated drugs from 

health and care facilities, eliminated a potential donor the Board found problematic 

(Residential Care Facilities for the Chronically Ill) and put strict limitations on the 

number and manner of donated drug transfers between participating entities.  

 

I believe that Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly (RCFEs) and long-term care 

pharmacies, two groups with which the Board expressed concerns, are vital to 

successfully increasing healthcare savings and prescription drug access to the needy 

(and are consistent with the practice in a number of other states around the country).  

 

Working to address the concerns of the Board, we have included amendments which 

only allow larger RCFEs with significantly more stringent training requirements for the 

handling and storage of medication, and added clarifying language to ensure that long-

term care pharmacies are only authorized to donate drugs that are legally returned to 

them from health facilities.  The addition of RCFEs and long-term care pharmacies 

alone represents a potential savings of tens of millions of dollars per year. 

 

Senate Bill 1329 offers the necessary and appropriate safeguards to ensure transparency, 

patient safety, and program accountability while still providing individual counties the 

flexibility to establish individual programs that work on a meaningful level to meet the 

increasing prescription drug needs of their medically indigent community. 

 

Senate Bill 1329 received unanimous support in the Legislature, passing out of the 

Senate 38-0 and out of the Assembly 78-0. 

 

To my knowledge, there is no opposition to the bill.  I respectfully request your 

signature on SB 1329. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

S. Joseph Simitian 

State Senator, Eleventh District 

 

cc:   Nancy McFadden, Executive Secretary 

       Gareth Elliott, Legislative Secretary 

       Lark Park, Deputy Legislative Secretary 


